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REVIEWS NEW YORK
“Rooms With A View” ARTFORUM

Longwood Art Gallery @ Hostos

By Jean Fisher

“Rooms with a View,” curated by Fred Wilson and . 0L
designed by Curt Belshe and Lise Prown, was a richly V78 .
| 4 P g
textured, seriocomic interrogation of the cultural and ¥ A': Nl 5
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esthetic codes of three types of stereotypical museum

spaces, installed, with fine irony, in the old P.S. 39 Claes Oldenburg, A Bottle of Notes--Proposal

building in the Bronx. The views in question were those of for a Large-Scale Project in Middlesbrough,
.« . ” England, by Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van
the turn-of-the-century Salon, the Modernist “white box, Bruggen, 1988, colored pencil on paper, 25 x
. N 211/2".
and the ethnographic museum, addressing “the struggle /
between culture, content, and the context of art.” What is MARCH 1988
particularly to the point is that in cross-referencing from VOL. 26, NO. 7

one space to another, a politicized ethnographic incision
ARCHIVE

was performed on our own cultural assumptions (an

operation that we usually reserve for others under the
fiction of neutral scholarship), providing an important

. . . . . ADVERTISEMENT
distance from which to engage in a little self-reflection.

The turn-of-the-century Salon: a softly lit, comfortable
room, lined and draped with regal plum velvet cord,
furnished with period decor, and provided with the genteel
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narratives of Western civilization.

The painting that legitimizes its status as painting through
reference to an authorized version of the past is intrinsic to
the concept of the Salon. Several works here manipulate
this notion: Larry List’s Diamond Cuts Diamond, 1986, a
pictorial rearrangement of David’s heroic equestrian
portrait of Napoleon; Alexander Kosolapov’s Baroque
pastiche Manifesto, 1987, depicting the head of Lenin and
a group of cherubs perusing the text amid broken columns;
Peggie Yunque’s Amazon, 1986, a Renaissance portrait of a
girl superimposed on an armored male torso. The
quotation as relic or ruin surfaces less obliquely in Barton
Lidice Benes’ Miscellania, 1987, a picture mount with
ornate medallion windows presenting a collection of
absurd “memorabilia” (“jelly beans from the desk of
Ronald Reagan, 1984”; “fossilized feces 40 million years
old”), questioning the value and legitimacy we give to
museum artifacts, and bearing upon the problem of
ethnography.

The museum as a repository of cultural fictions is
satirically presented by the “Ethnographic Museum,” with
its scholarly display techniques: cabinets containing
miscellaneous artifacts by persons unnamed; a natural
history diorama (“old Jamaica Bay, Queens, New York,
circa early 1900’s”); and an anthropological reconstruction
of a culture that turns out to be ours—more or less. We are
in a kind of back-to-the-future, where the archeologist
fabricates his own objects from the rubble of the past, or
whatever shards he can fit together, as in the unattributed
Totem.

If Fva Stettner’s Floating Fragments appear as illegible
‘in the “Ethnographic Museum,” they become
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READ NEXT: GUILTY VERDICT FOR CLIMATE ACTIVIST WHO.
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authority of privilege to the authority of science and finally
to that of the artist. Perhaps, however, Lise Prown’s Future
Perfect, 1987, which juxtaposes the image of a bureaucrat
at his ledger with a late-19th-century print of a homeless
mother with children, encapsulated the sense of
estrangement and alienation of this room, where art is
isolated on its Modernist walls and trapped in the frame of
the marketplace.

—Jean Fisher
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scape by Maxfiekd

Parrish was weirdly sumptuous and erotic
in the flcsh.

In the catalogue, Blau reproduced the
works from the show — plus almost tmf.l
ditional works—in a
moniochrme thae Toread sl of thems -

represemiational imagery
{predominanily landscapes, group por.
and movie sills), the blue tone gave
rance of tinted historical
phatographs, an impression reinforeed by
cegular layout on the pages
logue, like snapshots pressed
into a family album.
o

only 1o find that they disagree violently,
functioned with the rest of the catalogue
and the show as a kind of third rail, em
pawcring but not ovcrwhclming cvery-
thing. The whole was intricate and pol

ished, and certainly Blau sct his sights
higher than many curaters have dared to
this season. Despite its ambitions, how-
ever, “Fictions” sill seemed intellectually
stalled, one of the class acts among recent
group shows but & placebo nonetheless.
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“‘ROOMS WITH A VIEW""
B.C.A. LONGWOOD ARTS GALLERY

“Rooms with a View,” curated by Fred
Wilson and designed by Curt Belshe and
isc Prown, was a richly textured,
seriocomic interrogation of the cultural
and esthetic codes of three types of
stercotypical muscum spaces, installed.
e irony, in the old P.S. 39 by
in the Bronx. The views in question were
those of the turn-of-the-century \..Inn.

the Modernist “white
ethnographis. musey
siruggle between culture, comient, and the
context of art.” What is particularly to the
point i that in cross-referencing from one
space to another, a politicized cthno-
graphic incision was performed on our
own cultural assumptions (an operation
that we usually reserve for others under
the fiction of neutral scholarship), pro-
istance from which

sing “the

Iy lit, comfartable room, lined and draped
i regal plum velvet cord, furnished
h period decor, and provided with the
genteel strains. of the harpsichord. We
were Laken back 10 a time and 2 chass that,
e I clasil Keal of permancres
bl d perceive no uncertain.
e i B s oot
solidated itself as the archive of 2 know
edge and truth that could carve out
f power and homogenize the
wer the grand narratives of
Western civili
The painting that legitimizes its status
as painting through reference to
authorized versian of the past is intrinsic
to the concept of the Salon. Several works
M mapmlsn iHirposiac Ly in
Diamond Cuts Diamond, 1986, a pi
reanangement of David’s hetoic
equestrian portrait of N
B

Lenin and a group of cherubs pes
ihe texi amid broken o

ored male torsc. The quotarion as ree
ar ruin surfaces less obliquely in Barton
L 1987

mount with orn;
present
“memorabilia

feces 40 million years old™),questioning
the value and iegitimicy we give 10
muscum artifacts, and bearing upan the
problem of cthnogeaphy.
seum as a repositary of cultural
Fictions s satiealy presented By the
“Ethnographic Mu with it
scholarly display mnmqun uu..m.
containing

s Coalition 1o Unleash Power) has
been especially welcome. Throughout
history, political groups have continual
'y o e of w4+ menas o ol
for art has
never been beyond the mm of 2 cause,
sympatheti or oerw

T-UP is a radicsl, grass-roots,

sons unnamed
(“old Jamaic
cirea early : and an an:
thropological reconsiruction of a culture
that turns out 1o be ours—more o less.
We are in a kind of back-to-the-furure,
where the archeologist fabri
objects from the rubble of the past, o
whatever shards he can (it toget}
e unautributed Tor

1f Eva Stettner’s Floating Fragnients ap-

yible rc

“sculpaure” in the “White Box,” with its ap-
parent ideological neirality and
We have shified

Fudure Perfect, 1987, which juxtaposes the
image of a burcausral ai his ledger wiih
a lae-19th-century print of a homeless
mother with children, encapsulated the
sensc of estrangement and alienation of
this room, where art is isolated on its
Maodernist walls and trapped in the frame
of the marketplace.
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NEW MUSEUM OF

CONTEMPORARY ART
when the po e
Pl sepacice the o
the Record Show... by ACT-UP (the

satives of the United States government
Bave addressed the issue, The visually
ti-media work combined clos-

show-and-tcll display that targeted the
powers-that-be in their desperaie siruggle
to-avoid coming 10 terms with the deadly
discase that takes s victims {wice —once
with stigmatization and then again with
death, Lei the Record Show... worked in
the best tradition of art/agitprop in that
the requirements of both categories were
wholly and intelligently satisfied
Taking advantage of its 24-hour-a-day
accessibility and its prominent location
the window of a cultus titution on
one of SoHo's busiest streets it tastic
was to draw in and then to educa
broad erass-section of people. Centered
in lllcw!pﬂ arched part of the window
2 n sign consisting of
¢ banner headline

be
e e it e e irposed
on hv_ln(w«uak in the death camps

the window was divided
pen cubicles, each of which featured &
cutout of a photasilkscreenes head shot
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